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ABSTRACT 
An empirical study was planned to see the effect of social, educational and economic 
deprivation of rural and urban adolescents and its impact on Machiavellian behavior. A 
sample of 500 school going boys and girls adolescent from 10th to 12th classes was drawn 
from four districts of Maharashtra namely, Nagpur, Wardha, Bhandara, and Gondia. As per 
my research plan, 388 boy and girl adolescents were finally selected from their furnished 
information. Therefore, boy and girl adolescents were distributed in four groups in view of 
rural and urban areas. The obtained scores on the Machiavellian scale were analyzed by 
applying ANOVA and   t-test to examine the significant differences among different groups 
of boys and girls adolescent from rural and urban areas. In my final analysis, the boy and girl 
adolescents of urban areas were more Machiavellian as compared to boy and girl adolescents 
of rural areas.   
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The present research is concerned with the consequences of social, educational and 
economic deprivation of rural and urban areas of school going adolescents and its impact on 
Machiavellian behaviour. In our Indian society, a large community of rural adolescents has 
remained socially, educationally and economically suppressed, frustrated and alienated; 
whereas some adolescent of urban areas has been enjoying facilities, position, prestige and 
economic affluence. The state of Maharashtra has been established with the avowed aim for 
mitigating the problems of people. This facilitates them to live a healthy and prosperous life 
and to enable them to enjoy all the fruits of national development. However, even today the 
living conditions of some deprived and weaker sections of rural and urban adolescents are 
miserable, helpless and away from the mainstream. Strictly speaking, nearly 65 percent of 
people of weaker sections are still living in remote areas without having any facilities. They 
have to cover a long distance to reach the schools and the colleges without any viable means 
of transport. Subsequently, they feel resources less, isolated and insecure in their lives. 
Moreover, in remote areas, the parents of the adolescent are unable to provide healthy food, 
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health care, housing facilities, child-rearing practices, quality education and adequate training 
of socialization to their children (Jha 2005). Thereby, these circumstances of their life 
generate a sense of inferiority and dissatisfaction in their lives. Consequently, they likely 
create a sense of Machiavellian behaviour in society to fulfil their essential requirements.  
Generally, deprived adolescents rarely get the opportunity for the fulfilment of their 
ambitions in life, as they are unable to obtain high marks in the academic institution because 
they are less competent to benefit from the lectures in the classroom and fail to compete with 
the privileged adolescents (Jha, 2005). As a result, they develop a sense of incompetence in 
their lives. Sometimes, they try to use their Machiavellian policy to get through the hurdles of 
their academic life. Although, the number of schools and colleges is mushrooming day to day 
along with the increase in population in remote and rural areas the quality of education is still 
to improve.  Moreover, due to less competent teachers, the educational institutions are unable 
to draw out the latent spirit, energy and suppressed talent from the adolescents. Subsequently, 
the number of deprived and frustrated adolescents has increased to a great extent and thereby, 
they generate Machiavellian behaviour to frame their goals in life.   
 
Rath and Samant (1975) have reported that socially and educationally disadvantaged children 
come from families with low income, low parental education, low caste affiliation and 
residence in rural areas, while the socially and educationally advantaged children come from 
families with high income, highly educated father, high caste affiliation and residence in 
urban areas. Miller (1970) has listed the following characteristics of socially and 
economically disadvantaged children: economic deprivation, negative parental attitude to the 
children, inadequate and overcrowded housing, malnutrition, low parental education, poor 
household management, and social deprivation. Subsequently, they feel dissatisfaction in 
their life and they are likely to create Machiavellian behavior for mitigating their problems. 
 
The word Machiavellianism has been used as a source of ideas to know about the psychology 
of exploiter in an interpersonal relationship. Several studies have been made to see the effect 
of social conditions (Tripathi and Sinha 1981); Castes (Gupta, 1985b) and family structure 
(Gupta 1986b) on Machiavellian behaviour and reported that social conditions, castes, and 
family structure are more responsible for creating the Machiavellian behaviour in the society. 
The Machiavellian parents are considered as successful people in the age of modernization. 
Therefore, very high expectations of highly Machiavellian parents may be produced greater 
need pressure on their children for fulfilling the parental expectation. 
 
Traditionally, the term Machiavellian behaviour stands for someone who manipulates others 
for his purpose.  Machiavellian behavior may be conceived as a behaviour in which someone 
tries to get what he wants by deceiving and cheating people in clever ways. Machiavellianism 
refers to a personality trait characterized by the belief that people can be readily manipulated 
or influenced, that there are no absolute moral standards, and that ends justify means. People 
who are high on a Machiavellian scale are opportunistic and are often more successful in 
social exchange than those who are low in it (Basavanna, 2016). 
 
Characteristics of adolescent Machiavellians refer predominantly overlap and bears 
pronounced attitudes (Chabrol, et al. 2009; Sutton & Keogh, 2001). In several studies, 
Machiavellian adolescents were characterized as antisocial and aggressive, but socially 
skilled, charming, and well-liked individuals at the same time (McIlwain, 2003; Repacholi, et 
al. 2003). They are often warm-hearted and reciprocal in their friendships (Hawley, 2003).  
Several studies have been made on adolescents and reported that aggressive behaviour of 
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Machiavellian adolescents is based on their emotional problems, not on their behavioural 
impulsivity. This finding was supported by a recent study where Machiavellian adolescents 
were experiencing higher levels of anger compared with their low-Mach, but anger was not 
associated with a subsequent loss of behavioural control (Lau & Marsee, 2013).  
 
Machiavellian attitudes consist of goal-oriented, manipulative, and exploitative behaviors 
toward others, and a sensitive, mistrustful, and cynical view of human nature (Ali, Amorim, 
& Chamorro-Premuzic, 2009; Christie & Geis, 1970; McIlwain, 2003). The characteristics of 
high-Mach are diminished self-control (Jonason & Tost, 2010), selfishness and inability to 
delay gratification (Brumbach, et al. 2009) and exploitation (McDonald, et al. 2012). In this 
view, parenting and derivatively, child-parent relationship and attachment function for the 
child as mechanisms for conveying information about the external world, his or her probable 
future environment. Most of the developmental research has focused on levels of 
Machiavellianism in children and their parents (Kraut & Price, 1976) or used retrospective 
measures to tap parental bonding (Jonason, Lyons, & Bethell, 2014). 
 
The deprived students generally suffer from financial troubles, as they are unable to fulfil the 
basic requirements in their lives. The parents of the school going deprived adolescents who 
were asked to take the tests are able to send them to school and college, not because of their 
academic achievements but due the governmental assistance and stipends (Jha, 2005). Owing 
to economic deprivation, students are incapable of facing the challenges of quality education. 
They are less competent to take their admissions in engineering, medical science, 
management, architecture, fashion designing etc. as compared to privileged students. 
Consequently, they try to manipulate others and probably started the Machiavellian behavior 
within society to get their opportunity in life.             
 
Hypothesis 
In view of previous researches, it was hypothesized that deprivation suffers due to urban and 
rural areas that will create significant differences in the Machiavellian scores of the school 
going adolescents. Therefore, with increasing social, educational and economic facilities of 
urban and rural areas the Machiavellian behaviour increases. As a consequence, subjects from 
urban adolescents will be more Machiavellian as compared to subjects from rural 
adolescents. 
 
METHODOLOGY 
Sample 
The sample constituted of 500 school going boys and girls adolescents from four districts of 
Maharashtra namely, Nagpur, Wardha, Bhandara, and Gondia. The age of adolescents ranged 
from 15 to 19 years. As per my research plan, four groups were taken in which two groups 
were from rural and two groups from urban areas including boys and girls adolescents. 
Therefore, 97 adolescents from each group were selected finally for the study by their 
furnished information given determining the sample size for research activities (Robert V. 
Krejcie & Daryle W. Morgan, 1970). Therefore, 194 adolescents from boys and 194 
adolescents from girls were selected separately from urban and rural areas. Therefore, four 
groups were matched with respect to age, sex, education, family size, income, socio-
economic status and area of residence. 
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Procedure of investigation    
Each subject of the four groups of adolescents was contacted personally for administering the 
Machiavellian scale. The subjects were from different rural and urban areas. Therefore, the 
investigator contacted them either in their respective schools or in their residing places. 
Sometimes, the investigator had to administer the scale to a single adolescent and sometimes, 
it so happened that subjects were administered in small groups varying from 02 to 05 
adolescents. For administering the Scale the time given was up to 45 minutes in a group so 
that empirical data could be collected smoothly.  
 
Tools Used 

(i) Personal information sheet Personal information sheet included questions 
regarding age, sex, education, family size, income, socio-economic status and area of 
residence. Therefore, nearly 250 school going boys and 250 girls adolescent from 
rural and urban areas respectively were given a personal information sheet in different 
small groups to fill in. By their furnished information, 97 adolescents were selected 
separately from each group. Therefore, 388 adolescents were finally selected in which 
194 boys adolescent and 194 girls adolescent were included in the final study. 
 
(ii) Machiavellianism Scale Machiavellian Scale (Jha, 1988) consists of 141 items 
including positive and negative items. The split-half reliability and test-retest 
reliability of the scale were 0.79 and 0.69 respectively. Each item has five response 
categories: ‘strongly agree’, ‘agree’, ‘undecided’, ‘disagree’ and ‘strongly disagree’. 
For the positive items, ‘strongly agree’ response is given a score of 5, ‘agree’ a score 
of 4, ‘undecided’ a score of 3, ‘disagree’ a score of 2 and strongly disagree a score of 
1. In the case of negative items, the scoring is reversed that is  ‘strongly disagree’ 
response is given a score of 5, ‘disagree’ a score of 4, 'undecided' a score of 3,     
‘agree’, a score of  2 and ‘strongly agree’ a score of  1. The minimum possible score 
on the scale is 41 and the maximum possible score is 205. The highest score on the 
Machiavellian scale indicates the highest level of Machiavellian behaviour. 

 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
The effect of social, educational and economic deprivations of rural and urban adolescents 
was determined on a Machiavellian scale. For testing the hypothesis one-way ANOVA was 
performed to see the variations between the rural and urban adolescents in their scores of the 
Machiavellian scale. The result of ANOVA are mentioned as under in Table-1 
 
Table – 1 
Source of Variance Df Ss Ms F P 

Between groups 
Within groups 

3 
384 

22920.886 
208643.392 

7640.295 
543.342 

 
14.062 

 

 
p<.01 

 Total 387 231564.278  
 
The result indicates that the groups of rural and urban adolescents create significant 
variations in the Machiavellian scores (F=14.062, p<.01). Therefore, rural and urban 
adolescents have played a significant role in the scores of Machiavellian scales. Further, to 
examine the significant differences between obtained means of rural and urban adolescents t-
test was applied. The statistics of group differences are exposed in Table-2. 
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Table-2  

 
The result table signifies that boys and girls adolescents have obtained the Mean scores on 
Machiavellian scales were obtained 126.00 and 127.29 by the boy and girl adolescents of 
rural areas respectively. From obtained Mean, the SD of boy and girl adolescents was 
tabulated 06.28 and 06.41 respectively. On the other hand, the Mean scores on Machiavellian 
scales were obtained 144.31 and 132.11 by the boys and girls adolescents of urban areas 
respectively. After that, the SD of boy and girl adolescents was tabulated 07.08 and 44.94 
respectively. Therefore, to examine the significant difference between the two Means the t-
test was applied. 
 
The obtained t-ratio was t=01.41 between boys and girls adolescent group (A &B) of rural 
areas. The obtained t-ratio between groups(A&B) was not significant on the 0.05 level of 
confidence. The obtained t-ratio was t=17.53 between girls adolescent of rural and boys 
adolescent of urban (Group B &C) areas. The obtained t-ratio between groups B & C was 
highly significant on the 0.01 level of confidence. The t-ratio found between boys adolescent 
of urban and girls adolescent of urban (Group C & D) areas was t=02.64.   The obtained t-
ratio between groups C & D was significant on the 0.01 level of confidence. The t-ratio was 
obtained t=19.03 between boys adolescents of rural and urban (Group A& C)areas. The 
obtained t-ratio between A & C groups was highly significant on the 0.01 level of confidence. 
The t-ratio was t=01.32 between boys adolescent of rural and girls adolescent of urban 
(Group A & D) areas. The obtained t-ratio between groups A & D was not significant on the 
0.05 level of confidence. The t-ratio was t=01.05 between girls adolescent of rural and urban 
(Group B&D) areas. The obtained t-ratio between groups B & D was not significant on the 
0.05 level of confidence. Therefore, boys and girls adolescents effectively reinforce the 
obtained scores on a Machiavellian scale in the rural and urban areas. Consequently, urban 
boys and girls adolescent obtained higher scores in comparison to rural boys and girls 
adolescent. Thus the hypothesis of the present study is confirmed. 
 
CONCLUSION  
The findings of the present investigation have indicated that school going boy and girl 
adolescents create a difference in the scores of the Machiavellian scale in rural and urban 
areas. Therefore, urban boys and girls adolescent obtained more scores on a Machiavellian 
scale as compared to boys and girls adolescent of rural areas. In my final analysis boys and 
girls, the adolescents of urban areas are more Machiavellian in comparison to adolescents of 

No. of  
Groups 

Adolescents Groups  
N 

 
Mean 

 
SD 

Group 
Difference 

 
t-ratio 

 
P 

A 
 
 

B 
 
 

C 
 
 

D 

Boys Adolescents of 
rural areas 
 
Girls Adolescents of 
rural areas 
 
Boys Adolescents of 
urban areas 
 
Girls Adolescents of 
urban areas 

97 
 
 

97 
 
 

97 
 
 

97 
 
 

126.00 
 
 

127.29 
 
 

144.31 
 
 

132.11 

06.28 
 
 
06.41 
 
 
07.08 
 
 
44.94 

A-B 
 

B-C 
 

C-D 
 

A-C 
 

A-D 
 

B-D 

01.41** 
 
17.53* 
 
02.64* 
 
19.03* 
 
01.32** 
 
01.05** 

 
 
 
*p< .01 
 
**p>.05 
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rural areas. Therefore, the effect of social, educational, and economic deprivations adversely 
reinforces the Machiavellian behaviour of school going adolescents. The adolescents of a 
certain category of urban and privileged groups adopt more Machiavellian behavior to 
achieve their ambitions and goals in life.  
 
In ancient times the majority community was placed on the highest ladder to rule the society 
and generally, they made the system, customs and norms of the society as Machiavellian. 
During the Medieval period, the British period and even in the age of modernization the 
majority community always tried to cling to power, position, prestige and economic affluence 
by manipulating and exploiting the vast majority of deprived people belonging from rural 
areas. Machiavellian behaviour is on a steep rise at present all over the world. Generally, the 
people of urban areas do not want to join professions, which have low prestige values. They 
practice superior morality and create a force within the society of the rural and deprived 
section by using Machiavellian policy, where every person is required to play a part in some 
way for the realization of his goal in life. 
 
Generally, the deprived people from the rural community of Indian society are simple, fun-
loving people and therefore, they are easy prey to the greed of the money lenders. Their 
culture is distinct and different from the culture of privileged and urban Indian society. They 
continue to have a feeling of alienation. The case of rural and deprived adolescents is painful, 
they share a language, system, customs, culture and many other things with the majority 
community but they never enjoyed equality and parity with them. The dilemma of rural and 
deprived people is that they have no separate social, educational and religious privacy as the 
majority community have, into which to withdraw and are seeking the solace of an identity of 
their own. Neither can they live nor can they join the majority culture fully. The process of 
modernization and urbanization has touched only just the soft upper crust of the social, 
educational, cultural and economic earth of their predicaments. 
 
However, the community of deprived and rural people which have remained for centuries 
impervious to change, is now, albeit, slowly, beginning to slough of the dead weights of the 
past and respond to the winds of change. They try to mix up with the upper strata of the 
society and identify themselves more with the upper middle class. More and more groups of 
rural and deprived people are breaking away from their traditional works and joining the 
mainstream to stand in good stead for taking the challenges of life courageously and to scale 
new heights. Still, the stark fact remains that the vast majority of rural and deprived people 
remain out of the charmed circle and lives in the world of poverty and exploitation.   
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