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ABSTRACT 

With the objective of investigating into the relationships of community, education and 

employment with attitude towards social freedom of women ‘Women Social Freedom Scale’ 

developed by Bhusan L. I. (1987) along with ‘Self – Made Questionnaire’ for personal 

information was administered on 200 (100 Hindu + 100 Muslim) females. The analysis of 

results revealed that community, education and employment are potent variables for attitude 

towards social freedom of women.   
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urrent global scenario has brought tremendous changes in the perception of sex roles. 

Females of today are not females of ancient past. Females are actively participating 

in all activities like males shoulder to shoulder. Sex revolution has gained 

momentum and females have captured to a great extent their lost dignity and pride. But 

when we turn towards historical journey of Women in Indian perspective, we find that 

despite of being revered species females suffered a grave degradation during medieval era. 

The provisions of Parda System, Child Marriage, exploitation by invaders, and wide spread 

illiteracy contributed to degraded status of Women in India. Neera Desai (1957) has written, 

“Ideologically woman was considered a completely inferior species, inferior to the male, 

having no significance, no personality; socially she was kept in a state of utter subjection, 

denied any right, suppressed and oppressed; she was further branded as basically locking the 

ethical fibre. The patriarchal joint family, the custom of polygamy, the Purda, the property 

structure, early marriage, Sati (self-immolation of the widows) or a state of permanent 

widowhood, all these contributed to the smothering of the free development of women. 

 

But after independence different provisions in the direction of improvement of the status of 

Women made by central and state governments did a lot. Females are now enjoying more 

freedom than before. These days women legally occupy equality to men in all respects. 

Child marriage has been legally prohibited; widow marriage, divorce and re-marriage have 

been legally sanctioned and polygamy has been prohibited. But in Muslim society, contrary 
to Hindu society, Purda system is still continuing. Muslim females are still disadvantaged 

and deprived group in comparison to Hindu females. They are still exploited by males in the 
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name of religion and by polygamy. In education, employment and political field Muslim 

females do not have so much say and share as have Hindu females. Singh and Zaheer (1998) 

attempted to review the social condition of women in Muslim community. They reported 

that despite of Islam being fair to women Muslim women are treated most unfairly. They 
consider Muslim men responsible for this. Muslim men consider polygamy and Talak as 

their male privileges and have practiced them arbitrarily. They advocate for mass education 

and economic independence for empowerment of Muslim women and improvement in their 

social status. Singh and Kumar (2009) reported the picture of status of Muslim women. 

Women in Muslim society are governed by a rigid socio-religious code. Here they are 

regarded to have a subordinate role to man.  

 

These days the college trained women, who feels that she is different from other women, 

wants to play a role that includes achievements related to her special interest, abilities and 

training in addition to the achievements of the traditional wife and mother. For her, the 

developmental or egalitarian concept of the female role has great appeal. However, she often 

finds the difficulties confronted in trying to play that role insurmountable. Mead (1957) has 

described her predicament: 

“So, we have the paradox of having women educated like men and of according them all the 

rights of men, except one – the rights to dedicate themselves to any task other than home 

making. Whether they are good cooks, bad cooks or indifferent cooks; good mothers or 

irritable mothers; they are expected to regard home making as the ultimate career and the 

needs of a husband and a few children as sufficient for the most gifted and ambitious among 

them.”  

 

One of the chief difficulties educated women face in accepting the traditional female role is 

value change. Schooling develops many values which the woman must renounce and replace 

if she is to find any feeling of satisfaction in the traditional female role. Levin (1960) has 

commented: 

“Many young women- certainly not all- whose education plunged them into a world of ideal 

feel stifled in their homes. They find their routine lives out of joint with their training. Like 

shut-ins, they feel left out………. The reason a college- bred wife often feels like a two 

headed schizophrenic is this: she used to talk about whether music was frozen architecture; 

now she talks over frozen food plans. Once she wrote a paper on the graveyard poets; now 

she writes notes for the milk- man. Once she determined the boiling point of sulphuric acid; 

now she determines her boiling point with the overdue repairman.” 

 

Farheen and Uday Shankar (2010) studied changing patterns of education and employment 

of Muslim females, and their relation to class, caste and family structure. The results 

indicate that middle class OBC Muslim women from Nuclear family have the highest 

educational orientation than those of other socio- economic classes, castes and family 

structure. Similarly, lowest educational orientation was seen in lower class scheduled caste 

Muslim women from joint family. Moreover, the highest employment orientation was found 

in middle class general caste Muslim women from Nuclear family. Among the various 

socio- economic classes, castes and family structures, Muslim women from lower class, 

scheduled caste and joint family showed the lowest employment orientation. 

 

Sudhir and Lalrinkimi (1986) studied the effect of different variables on modernity and their 

inter-correlations. The sample consisted of 313 males and 187 females of differing 

educational level from Mizoram. In addition to other findings they also reported that mass 

media exposure was another factor associated with individual’s level of modernity. Sinha 
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(1998) administered personal data sheet and status of women scale on 200 women 

constituting four category of the population working/non-working, Hindu/Muslim, 

Urban/Rural and middle SES /lower SES. The study revealed that the working women 

enjoyed better status in family, economic, social, political and educational status as 
compared to their non-working counterparts. Hindu women were found enjoying better 

status in family, social, political and educational spheres as compared to their Muslim 

counterparts. 

 

Undoubtedly at present the condition of women in society has changed. They are ranking 

high in different fields. They are in better position in academics, administration, political 

arena and other areas of intelligence and leadership. But there is not equal representation of 

females from Muslim and Hindu communities and from different sections of the society. 

While educated parents seem to be liberal irrespective of their community, uneducated 

parents are mostly conservative.  

 

In this situation the investigator is interested in investigating the role of community and 

education in attitude of females towards their social freedom. For this the following 

hypotheses were formulated, 

1. There will be significant difference between Hindu and Muslim females on attitude 

towards Social Freedom of Women. 

2. There will be significant effect of education on attitude towards Social Freedom of 

Women. 

3. There will be significant difference between working and non-working females on 

attitude towards Social Freedom of Women. 

 

METHODOLOGY 

Sample 

The study was conducted on a sample of 200 educated females of Siwan District of Bihar. 

The sample comprised of both working and non-working females of Muslim and Hindu 

communities. The age range of females was from 25-35 years.  

 

Tests used 

‘Women Social Freedom Scale’ has been used for measuring attitude towards social 

freedom of women. This scale has been developed by Bhusan L. I. (1987). This consists of 

24 items – among which some are positive and some are negative. The response of 

‘agreement’ to a positive is scored as 1 and ‘disagreement’ is scored zero (0). In case of 

negative items, the scoring procedure is reversed. The possible scores can range from 0 to 

24. Higher score indicates more favourable attitude towards ‘Social freedom’ of women.  A 

self-made questionnaire was used to seek the information related to religion, residential area, 

marital status, employment and education. 

 

Statistical analysis  

To test the effects of community, education and employment on ‘Attitude towards Social 

Freedom of Women’ means and S.Ds. were calculated for SFW attitude scores for different 

groups in the light of independent variables. After this ‘t’ test was run to test the significance 

of mean differences on SFW attitude scores. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The mean WSF attitude score of Muslim groups is 14.62 while that of Hindu group is 16.15. 

The obtained ‘t’ ratio is 3.017 which is higher than the required value for significance at .01 
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level. So, the obtained ‘t’ ratio is highly significant. High score on the scale denotes more 

favourable attitude towards social freedom of women whereas lower score denotes less 

favourable or more unfavourable attitude. Hindu group has obtained significantly higher 

mean score than Muslim group.  This denotes significantly higher or more favourable 
attitude towards social freedom of women held by Hindu group than Muslim group. Ahmad, 

(2008) reported that Hindu girl students hold significantly more favourable attitude towards 

social change than Muslim girl students. Social freedom of Women is sign of social change. 

In this respect our findings support the finding of Ahmad. Our finding supports the findings 

of Zeba, (2011) also who reported Hindus significantly higher than Muslim on attitudinal 

modernity.  

 

Table – 1 Showing Means, S.Ds. and ‘t’ ratio of WSF attitude scores (Hindu and Muslim 

group). 

Groups N Means S.Ds. df ‘t’ ratio 
Level of 

significance 

Hindu 100 16.15 3.65 
198 3.017 0.01 

Muslim 100 14.62 3.52 

 

The mean WSF  attitude scores of Hindu- Inter, Hindu Graduate +, Muslim- Inter and 

Muslim Graduate + subgroups are 15.08, 17.22, 13.40 and 15.84  respectively (Table – 2). 

The obtained ‘t’ ratios for Hindu – Inter x Hindu- Graduate + and Muslim – Inter x Muslim- 

Graduate + compared groups are 2.939 and 3.510 respectively. Both ‘t’ ratios are significant 

at .01 level. In both comparisons Graduate + group has obtained significantly higher mean 

attitude score than Inter group. This proves that with increase in educational level there is 

significant increase in favourable attitude towards social freedom of women. This also 

denotes significant role of education in modernization and social change. Our findings 

support the findings of Sinha, (1973). 

 

Table – 2 Showing Means, S.Ds. and ‘t’ ratio of WSF attitude scores (Inter and Graduate 

+ Subgroups) 

Sub groups N Means S.Ds. df 
‘t’ 

ratios 

Level of 

significance 

Hindu - Inter 50 15.08 3.57 

98 2.939 .01 Hindu - 

Graduate + 
50 17.22 3.71 

Muslim - Inter 50 13.40 3.41 

98 3.510 .01 Muslim - 

Graduate + 
50 15.84 3.54 

 

On analyzing the relation of employment with attitude towards WSF it is found that 

employment of females brings fourth favourable attitude towards this issue. Employed 

(working) females of both communities have displayed significantly higher or more 

favourable attitude towards social freedom of women than unemployed (Non-working) 

females. As shown in Table – 3 working females of both communities have obtained 

significantly higher mean score than their non-working counterparts. Our findings contradict 

the findings of Kumari, (2013) who did not find significant difference between working and 

non-working women on this social issue. 
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Table – 3 Showing Means, S.Ds. and ‘t’ ratio of WSF attitude scores (Working and Non-

working Subgroups) 

Sub groups N Means S.Ds. df 
‘t’ 

ratios 

Level of 

significance 

Hindu – 

Working 
50 16.92 3.72 

98 2.118 .05 
Hindu – Non 

working 
50 15.38 3.55 

Muslim – 

Working 
50 15.45 3.69 

98 2.327 .05 
Muslim – Non 

working 
50 13.79 3.44 

 

CONCLUSION 

Our findings led to the following conclusions, 

1. Hindu and Muslim females differ significantly on attitude towards social freedom of 

women. 

2. Education bears positive relationship with attitude towards social freedom of women. 

3. Employment of females adds to their favourable attitude towards social freedom of 

women. 
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