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ABSTRACT 

The present study was undertaken to investigate the self-concept of boy and girl school 

students of Ranchi town. For this purpose, the participants were selected from two types of 

schools (Private and Government) of Ranchi town. A number of 100 participants (Private boy 

students, private girl students, government boy students and government girl students) had 

been selected. Thus, there was 2x2 factorial design. There were four stratums. From each 

stratum 25 students were selected randomly. Self- concept rating Scale developed by Dr. Raj 

Kumar Saraswat (1971) was used to collect data. The results revealed that Level of Self-

concept was vary among total and different sample sub groups and there was significant 

impact of gender and there was no significant impact of types of school on Self-concept of 

school students of Ranchi town. 
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he term Self is generally used in reference to the set of someone’s characteristics, such 

as personality and ability, that are not physical and make that person different from 

other people. The conscious reflection of an individual’s own being or identity, as an 

object separate from the environment. 

 

Self-concept 

The term self-concept is a general term used to refer to how someone thinks about, evaluates 

or perceives themselves. To be aware of oneself is to have a concept of oneself. Baumeister 

(1999) provides the following self concept definition: The individual's belief about himself or 

herself, including the person's attributes and who and what the self is. This is 'the most basic 

part of the self-scheme or self-concept; the sense of being separate and distinct from others 

and the awareness of the constancy of the self' (Bee, 1992). The phenomenal self includes all 

those parts of the phenomenal field which the individual experiences as part or characteristic 

of himself. Carl Rogers (1959) believes that the self concept has three different components:- 

• The view you have of yourself (self image) 

• How much value you place on yourself (self esteem or self-worth) 
• What you wish you were really like (ideal self) 
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Self-concept is our ideal which has received great emphasis in modern psychological writings 

particularly in the field of clinical work but its significance has not been fully appreciated by 

teachers. This concept is equally important in the area of education, particularly in the more 

personal aspects such as motivation, purposes, goals and adjustment, which in the final 
analysis, are the foundations upon which success and failure in life most ultimately rest.  

 

Dusek & Flaherty, Monge (1973) Gender related differences are found on specific aspects of 

the self-concept generally consistent with sex stereotypes, e.g. higher sociability among girls 

than boys and a higher appreciation for own achievement among boys. Simmons (1979), who 

found that the shift from elementary to junior high is more stressful for girls than boys, and is 

especially hard on the self-esteem of early maturing (pubertal) girls who have begun dating. 

Bolognini, Plancherel, Bettschart & Halfon (1996) Studies of gender differences in the 

development of the self-concept during adolescence yield quite similar inconclusive results. 

The results vary from general gender differences; Harper & Marshall, 1991; Marsh, 1989), 

gender differences in specific ages. Ishak and others (2010) examined the students’ self-

concept among 16- and 17- year- old adolescents in Malaysian secondary schools. A total of 

1168 students participated in the survey. This study confirmed that students perceived certain 

internal context factors, and revealed that external context factor also have an impact on their 

self-concept which in turn influenced positively their academic performance. Punithavathi 

(2011) conducted a research to investigate self-concept and academic achievement of 

students at the secondary level. The results of the analysis revealed a significant correlation 

between self-concept and academic achievement.  

 

METHODOLOGY 

Objectives 

1. To study the Level of Self-concept among total and different sample sub groups. 

2. To compare the Self-concept between boy and girl school students of Ranchi town. 

3. To compare the Self-concept between government and private school students of Ranchi 

town. 

 

Hypotheses 

• Level of Self-concept will vary among total and different sample sub groups. 

• There will be no significant difference of Self-concept between boy and girl 

school students of Ranchi town. 

• There will be no significant difference of Self-concept between government 

and private school students of Ranchi town. 

 

Research Design 

The present study had been designed to find out self-concept of school students of Ranchi 

town. The study based on 2x2 (Gender and Type of school) factorial design. Hence, there was 

2x2 = 4 strata, from each stratum 25 students were selected randomly. Thus, the sample was 

consist of 100 people. Dependent variables was self-concept and independent variables were 

gender and type of schools. 

 

Sample  

The sample of present study total sample was comprising of 100 students which was equally 

divided into Male, Female, government and private school, studying in class 9th and 10th.  
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Tools  

Personal Data Questionnaire (PDQ) 

Personal Data Questionnaire (PDQ) was prepared by the investigator. It was used to 

obtain information about respondents’ name, class, age, gender, annual income, 
religion, name and location of colleges and education of the parents etc. 

Self- Concept Rating Scale (SCRS) 

The self-concept inventory developed by Raj Kumar Saraswat (1971). It has been 

used to measure the level of self-concept of the respondent. The scale contains 48 

items based on six separate dimensions, such as; physical, power, social, 

temperamental, educational, moral and intellectual characteristics. Each dimension 

contains eight items. Each item is provided with five alternatives. Responses are 

obtained on the test booklet itself. There is no time limit but generally 20 minutes 

have been found sufficient for responding all the items. Against each item there are 

five responses. Students have to respond to it by marking a tick (  ) on any one of the 

five responses given against that item. 

 

Procedure 

100 school students from government and private schools of Ranchi town were selected. The 

details of socio demographic variables were recorded through Personal Data Questionnaire, 

prepared by the investigator. Self-concept was administered on the selected students. Scoring 

was made according to the using standard scoring procedure of the test.  

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 

Result of level of self-concept of total sample and sample sub groups are presented in table 1, 

table 2 and table 3. 

 

Table 1: Level of Self-concepts on total sample of School students of Ranchi Town 
 

Samples  

Level of Self-concept 

High Above 

Average 

Average Below 

average 

Low  

N % N % N % N % N % 

Total sample (100) 12 12 65 65 18 18 4 4 1 1 

 

It was clear from the above table 1 that level of self-concept was vary among total sample 

and sample sub groups. The majority (65%) of total sample of school students was above 

average level of Self-concepts. Average level of Self-concepts was found only 22.5% and 

only 12.5% was found in high level of Self-concept.  

 

Table 2: Level of Self-concepts of sample subgroups based on Gender  
 

Samples  

Level of Self-concept 

High Above 

Average 

Average Below 

average 

Low  

N % N % N % N % N % 

Boy students (50) 4 8 30 60 12 24 3 6 1 2 

Girl students (50) 8 16 35 70 6 12 1 2 0 0 

 

It was clear from the above table 2 that majority of 70% girls school students was found 

above average level of Self-concept and boys school students were found 60% above average 

level of Self-concept. Girl school students showed 16% of High level of Self-concept and 

only 8% of boys school students found in high level of self-concept. Boy school students 

showed 24% of average level of self-concept and only 12% girl students had average level of 
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self-concept and 6% of the boys and 2% of girls school students found below average level of 

self-concept and 2% boy students had low level of self concept and nobody in girls students 

found in low level of self-concept.  

 

Table 3: Level of Self-concepts of sample subgroups based on Types of school  
 

Samples  

Level of Self-concept 

High Above 

Average 

Average Below 

average 

Low  

N % N % N % N % N % 

Government students (50) 5 10 32 64 10 20 2 4 1 2 

Private students(50) 7 14 33 66 8 16 2 4 0 0 

 

It was clear from the above table 3 that majority of 66% private school students was found 

above average level of self-concept and government school students were found 64% above 

average level of self-concept. Private school students showed 14% of High level of self-

concept and only 10% of government school students found in high level of self-concept. 

Government school students showed 20% of average level of self-concept and only 16% 

private students had average level of self-concept and both government and private school 

students had same level (6%) of self-concept. Only 2% of government students had low level 

of self-concept and nobody private students had low level of self-concept. 

 

Table 5: Comparison between Boy and Girl school students on their Self- concept  
 

Group 

N Mean SD Mean 

difference 

df t Value P 

Boy  students 50 154.34 12.65  

18.44 

 

98 

 

5.47 

 

0.01 Girl  students 50 172.78 20.12 

 

It was evident from table 5 that the mean score of self-concept of boy and girl students 

exhibited 154.34 and 172.78 respectively.  The difference between the mean score of boy and 

girl students was obtained 18.44. This shown that girl students had better level of Self-

concepts as compared to boy students.  The obtained t- ratio was 5.47, which was significant 

at 0.01 level. Hence the hypothesis “There will be no significant difference of Self-concept 

between boy and girl school students of Ranchi town.”  was rejected. Thus, we can say that 

Gender has significant impact on Self-concepts among boys and girls school students. 

 

Table 6: Comparison between Government and Private school students on their Self- 

concept  
 

Group 

N Mean SD Mean 

difference 

df t Value P 

Government   student 50 157.86 11.64  

3.66 

 

98 

 

1.23 

 

NS Private  students 50 161.52 17.59 

 

It was evident from table 6 that the mean score of self-concept of government and private 

students exhibited 157.86 and 161.52 respectively.  The difference between the mean score of 

government and private students was obtained 3.66. This shown that private students had 

better level of self-concepts as compared to government students.  But the obtained t- ratio 

(‘t’=1.23), was not significant at any level. Hence the hypothesis “There will be no 

significant difference of Self-concept between government and private school students of 

Ranchi town.”  was accepted. Thus, we can say that types of school had no shown any impact 

on self-concepts of school students of Ranchi town. 
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CONCLUSIONS 

To sum up, the study examined all three hypotheses as proposed. The level of self-concept of 

total sample and sample sub groups were vary. Most of the school students found above 

average level of self-concept. Girl school students had comparatively better self-concept than 
boy school students and there was no significant difference in self-concept of the school 

students belonging to two different types of school (government and private school). 
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