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ABSTRACT 

Autism is a complex neurobehavioral condition that includes impairments in social 

interaction and developmental language and communication skill combined with rigid and 

repetitive behaviors. The ability of children with ASD to communicate and use language 

depends on their intellectual and social development. Some children with ASD may not be 

able to communicate using speech or language and some may have very limited speaking 

skills. Pragmatic communication in social situations (Knowing what to say, how to say it, and 

went to say it). There is a disproportionate difficulty with pragmatics and social 

communication compared to the structural aspects of language such as grammar and 

vocabulary. This study describes the pragmatic language skill deficits in children with autism 

spectrum disorder in Tiruchirappalli district of Tamilnadu, India. A Descriptive design was 

used for the purpose of this study. Sixteen Children with Autism comprising of eight boys 

and eight girls were selected through simple random sampling. As researcher analysed 16 

children’s with autism. Researcher finded 48 percent of sample having pragmatic language 

skills deficit. Out of 48 Percent 9 percent are having  non verbal language deficits, 8 percent 

general conversation deficits, 8 percent are unable to  maintain topic, 8 percent social 

language skill deficits and other defecits of Pragmatic defecits in 13 Percent. 

Keywords: Pragmatic language, Autism, Disability, Rehabilitation, Neurobehavioral, 

Developmental disabilities. 

UTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER 

The word autism has its origin in the geek word "autos" which means “self". 

Children with ASD are often self - absorbed and seem to exist in a private world in 

which they have limited ability to successfully communicate and interact with others. 

Children with ASD may have difficulty developing language skills and understanding what 

others say to them. They also often have difficulty communicating nonverbally 

communication such as through hand gestures, eye contact and facial expression. 

 

Autism is a complex neurobehavioral condition that includes impairments in social 

interaction and developmental language and communication skill combined with rigid, 
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repetitive behaviors. Because of the range of symptoms, this condition is now called autism 

spectrum disorder (ASD). It covers a large spectrum of symptoms, skills and levels of 

impairment ASD ranges in severity from a handicap that somewhat limits and otherwise 

normal life to devastating disability that may require institutional care. 

 

Children with autism have trouble in communicating. They have trouble in understanding 

what other people think and feel. This makes very hard for them to express themselves either 

with words or through gestures, facial expressions. 

 

The ability of children with ASD to communicate and use language depends on their 

intellectual and social development. Some children with ASD may not be able to 

communicate using speech or language and some may have very limited speaking skills. 

Others may have rich vocabularies and be able to talk about specific subjects in great details. 

Many have problems with the meaning and rhythm of words and sentence. They also may be 

unable to understand body language and the meanings of different vocal tones. Taken 

together, these difficulties affect the ability of children with ASD to interact with others 

especially people their own age. 

 

PRAGMATIC LANGUAGE SKILLS 

Pragmatic communication in social situations (Knowing what to say, how to say it, and went 

to say it) pragmatic language involves three major skills. This pragmatic language using 

different purposes such as greeting (Hello, good bye, how are you?), informing (I am 

leaving), demanding (say, good bye. pick up the toy), stating (I am going to the playground), 

Requesting (Do you want to go along). 

 

PRAGMATIC LANGUAGE SKILL DEFICITS 

There is disproportionate difficulty with pragmatics and social communication compared to 

the structural aspects of language such as grammar and vocabulary. The diagnostic criteria 

pragmatic language skills for autism spectrum disorder and deficits in social communication 

and social interactions across multiple contexts. Problems with the pragmatic/Social -

Communicative context is a core feature of ASD. Pragmatic skills involve: (a) Using 

language for different purpose ;(b) Changing language according to the needs of a listener or 

situation ;(c) Understanding non-literal language; And (d) Following rules for conversations. 

 

METHODOLOGY   

Design of the Study 

The research design adopted by the research was the descriptive survey method the research 

undertook a descriptive study to find the pragmatic language deficit for children with autism. 

 

Universe and Sampling  

The universe of the study was confined to Trichy district the children with ASD were chosen 

for the study. Simple random sampling method was employed to select the samples for the 

study. The universe for the study was children with autism studying in Manasamuthira 

special school and Pravag special school out of the 100 children researcher selected 16 

children with autism in both schools for the study using the random sampling method. 

 

Variables 

The variable selected for the study is as follow 

• Gender –boys & girls 

• Age 3 to 18 years 
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Description of the Tool 

The questionnaire focused on the pragmatic language deficit for the children with autism. 

The first step is to collect the nonverbal communication skill details then researcher 

collected general conversation skills, topic maintenance and basic social language from the 

school where the children with autism were attending school. 

 

Procedure For the Data Collection 

The researcher obtained permission from the authorities of the MANASAMUTHIRA 

SPECIAL SCHOOL, Thillai nagar at Trichy, Tamilnadu India and PRAVAAG 

TRANSITIONAL CENTER AND SCHOOL FOR THE CHILDREN WITH AUTISM, 

Uddaiyan Patti at Trichy Tamilnadu. 

 

Significance 

Children with ASD lack communication skills and the pragmatic language skills so the 

researcher selected this study. Researcher choose this topic to find more about these children 

and their pragmatic language skills and to understand their ability and disability. 

 

Major Finding of the Study 

As researcher analysed 16 children’s with autism including 8 boys and 8 girls in two special 

schools Researcher finded 48 percent of sample having pragmatic language skills deficit. 

Out of 48 Percent 9 percent are having nonverbal language deficits, 8 percent general 

conversation deficits, 8 percent are unable to maintain topic, 8 percent social language skill 

deficits and other defecits are having 13 Percent in pragmatic language  skills. 

 

CONCLUSION 

After this study on pragmatic language deficits for children with autism researcher find that 

48 % of the sample is having pragmatic language skill deficits in the total sample. The size 

of sample was 16 in two special schools in different age group wise and were from both 

urban and rural areas after interpretation. The sample was taken from the Trichy district of 

Tamil Nadu State. So, researcher find that 48% of the sample is having pragmatic language 

skill deficits in the total sample. These problems are often unfiltered as the child grows so 

the important thing to consider is the early screening of the child with child specialist and 

speech-language pathologist so that these problems are tackled as early as possible as the 

sample concentration is more from urban setting so that we conclude that it is not only the 

rural children’s which are having developmental disabilities but urban children’s are more 

often likely to be effected one of the possible reason may be busy schedule if both of the 

parents. Early intervention and the rehabilitation programs are the key measure to stop the 

severity if these problems. 
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