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Wilhelm Maximilian Wundt
16 August 1832

Born Neckarau near Mannheim, Grand Duchy of
Baden, German Confederation
Died 31 August 1920 (aged 88)

GroBbothen, Saxony, Germany™
Residence Germany
Nationality German
Fields Experimental psychology, Physiology
Institutions University of Leipzig
Alma mater University of Heidelberg

Edward B. Titchener, G. Stanley Hall, Oswald
Kilpe, Hugo Minsterberg, VIadimir Bekhterev,
James McKeen Cattell, Lightner Witmer

Known for Psychology, Voluntarism
Influences Gustav Fechner
Influenced Emil Kraepelin

Doctoral
students

Wilhelm Wundt was born August 16th 1832 in Germany. He was a psychologist, physician,
physiologist, professor, and philosopher. Many historians recognize him as the founding father
of psychology, for he was the first to ever to titled as a psychologist. Actually, Wilhelm set
psychology apart from philosophy and biology. In 1879, Wundt founded the first laboratory of
psychological research at the University of Leipzig, located in Germany. This marked
psychology as an individual field of mental studies. His laboratory enabled him to explore the
religious beliefs (conceptual aspect) , strange psychological behaviors, the practice of
identification of mental disorders and finding damaged parts of the brain. While documenting his
research, he learned that psychology was a separate science.

Wilhelm studied under many professors at the variety trio of Universities he attended. Some of
these professors inspired him to write textbooks about his studies of Psychology. These works go
by the names of Contributions to the Theory of Sense Perception (1858-62), Lectures on the
Mind of Humans and Animals in 1863-1864, and Principles of Physiological Psychology. He
founded this off of his research as an Inductive Philosopher, Professor of medical investigation,
scientific psychology (His master field and what he was known for best.) and of physiology.
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The Wundt had many inspirations throughout his life time that resulted in his development of the
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famous Psychology Lab. These inspirations were none other than his professors. (1856) shortly
after his graduation in medicine from Heidelberg he studied with another famous physiologist.
Dr. Johannes Peter Muller, one of his first inspirational colleagues, being Wundt's superior he
much to offer to Wilhelm while they shared their knowledge of physiology (The branch of
biology that deals with the normal functions of living organisms and their parts.). Years after his
interaction with Mller, he met the love of his life, Sophie Mau in the University of Heidelberg.
While away at his studies he would send her notes that are sacred in history as important
historical documents containing some of his studies. The date is unknown for these two
important characters but them too strongly empowered Wundt's thoughts and minds for they
were a part of the experimental psychology establishment. Their names were Weber (1795-
1878) and Fechner (1801-1887), who worked at Leipzig, inspired Wundt's interest in
neuropsychology.

In 1879 the opening of the psychology lab was a success, more and more students piled in to
learn the adaption to this branch of scientific mental studies. This lab was to emphasize
psychology as a completely different branch from all else. Psychology was to be known as the
scientific, analytical process of the human mind and its functions.

Timeline

e 1832 born at Neckarau/Mannheim, August 16th

e 1845 enters Bruchsal Gymnasium

e 1851-2 study of medicine at Tubingen

e 1852-5 study of medicine at Heidelberg

e 1853 first publication “on the sodium chloride content of urine”

e 1855 medical assistant at a Heidelberg clinic

e 1856 semester of study with J. Miller and DuBois-Reymond at Berlin; doctorate in
medicine at Heidelberg; habilitation as Dozent in physiology; nearly fatal illness

e 1857-64 Privatdozent at the Physiological Institute, Heidelberg

e 1858 Beitrdge zur Theorie der Sinneswahrnehmung; Helmholtz becomes director of the
Heidelberg Physiological Institute

e 1862 first lectures in psychology

e 1863 Vorlesungen lber die Menschen- und Tier-Seele

e 1864 made ausserordentlicher Professor; lectures on physiological psychology
(published as [Wundt, 1874])

e 1870-71 Fails to be named Helmholtz's successor at Heidelberg; Army doctor in Franco-
Prussian War

e 1873-4 Publishes Grundziige der physiologischen Psychologie

e 1874 called to Ziirich to the professorship in “inductive philosophy”;

e 1875 calledto Leipzig as professor

e 1879 founds the Institut fur Experimentelle Psychologie, Leipzig; birth of son, Max

e 1881 Philosophische Studien founded

e 1880-83 Logik, 2 vols.
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1886 Ethik, 3 vols.

1889 System der Philosophie, 2 vols.

1889-90 Rector of Leipzig University

1904 Volkerpsychologie, 2 vols.

1915 emeritus status

1917 retires from teaching; replaced by his student, Felix Krueger
1920 Dies at Grossbothen, near Leipzig, at the age of 88, August 31%

Publications
Wundt was extremely prolific in publications, of which this is a selection only.

Die Lehre von der Muskelbewegung (The Patterns of Muscular Movement), (Vieweg,

Braunschweig 1858).

Die Geschwindigkeit des Gedankens (The Velocity of Thought) (Die Gartenlaube 1862,

Vol 17, p. 263)

Beitrage zur Theorie der Sinneswahrnehmung (Contributions on the Theory of Sensory

Perception), (Winter, Leipzig 1862).

Vorlesungen Uber die Menschen -und Tierseele (Lectures about Human and Animal

Psychology), (Voss, Leipzig 1863/1864).

Lehrbuch der Physiologie des Menschen (Text-book of Human Physiology), (Enke,

Erlangen 1865).

Die physikalischen Axiome und ihre Beziehung zum Causalprincip (Physical Axioms and

their Bearing upon Causality Principles) (Enke, Erlangen 1866).

Handbuch der medicinischen Physik (Handbook of Medical Physics), (Enke, Erlangen

1867)

Grundziige der physiologischen Psychologie (Principles of Physiological Psychology),

(Engelmann, Leipzig 1874) (has been revised and republished several times??)

Untersuchungen zur Mechanik der Nerven und Nervenzentren (Researches upon the

Mechanisms of Nerves and Nerve-Centres), 1876

Logik. Eine Untersuchen der Principien der Erkenntniss und der Methoden

Wissenschaftlicher Forschung (Logic. An investigation into the principles of knowledge

and the methods of scientific research), (Enke, Stuttgart 1880 & 1883), 3 Volumes and

vol. 4

Essays, (Engelmann, Leipzig 1885).

Ethik (Ethics), (Enke, Stuttgart 1886)

System der Philosophie (System of Philosophy), (Engelmann, Leipzig 1889).

Grundriss der Psychologie (Outline of Psychology), (Engelmann, Leipzig 1896).

Volkerpsychologie (Social Psychology), 10 Volumes, (Engelmann, Leipzig 1900 to 1920)
o 1, 2. Die Sprache (Language), Pt 1, 2. (1900)

3. Die Kunst (Art). (1908)

4,5, 6. Mythos und Religion (Myth and Religion), Pt 1, 2, 3. (1910, 1914,)

7, 8. Die Gesellschaft (Society), Pt 1, 2. (1917)

9. Das Recht (Right). (1918)

10. Kultur in der Geschichte (Culture in History). (1920)
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Kleine Schriften (Shorter Writings), 3 Volumes, (Engelmann, Leipzig 1910).

Einleitung in die Psychologie (Introduction to Psychology), (Engelmann, Leipzig 1911).
Probleme der Volkerpsychologie (Problems of Social Psychology), (Wiegandt, Leipzig
1911).

Elemente der Volkerpsychologie (The Elements of Social Psychology), (Kroner, Leipzig
1912).

Reden und Aufsatze (Addresses and Extracts), (Kroner, Leipzig 1913).

Sinnliche und Ubersinnliche Welt (The Sensory and Supersensory World), (Kroner,
Leipzig 1914).

Uber den wahrhaften Krieg (About the Real War), (Kréner, Leipzig 1914).

Die Nationen und ihre Philosophie (Nations and Their Philosophies), (Kroner, Leipzig
1915).

Erlebtes und Erkanntes (Experience and Realization), (Kroner, Stuttgart 1920).
Philosophische Studien (the first journal of psychology), 1871

Wundt's works in English

1974
1973
1969?
1916
1901

1896°

1893°

The Language of Gestures. Ed. Blumenthal, A.L. Berlin: De Gruyter

An Introduction to Psychology. New York: Arno Press

Outlines of Psychology. 1897. Tr. Judd, C.H. St. Clair Shores, MI: Scholarly Press
Elements of folk-psychology. Tr. Schaub, E.L. London: Allen

The Principles of Morality and the Departments of the Moral Life. Trans. Washburn,
M.F. London: Swan Sonnenschein; New York: Macmillan

Lectures on human and animal psychology. Creighton, J.G., Titchener, E.B., trans.
London: Allen. Translation of Wundt, 1863

Principles of physiological psychology. Titchener, E.B., trans. London: Allen.
Translation of Wundt, 1874. [New York, 1904]
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