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ABSTRACT 
Objectives: Suicide is considered as an essential psychological and social problem, there is a 
universal attempt to prevent it. The prevalence of contemplating suicide is 16% and suicide 
attempt is 4.4% during one’s life. Inflexible personality traits play an important role in the 
development of maladaptive behaviors among patients who attempt suicide. This study was 
conducted to investigate the relationship between personality profiles and suicidal attempt. 
Materials and Methods: eighty patients taken from Noormanzil Psychiatric Clinic& Hospital, 
Lucknow, U.P. India. Out of 80, 40 participants attempted suicide and rest of 40 non suicidal 
groups. Fifty two patients were in door and twenty eight were out door patients taken in this 
study. Dimension Personality Inventory (DPI) was administered on all the included subjects 
Results: There was highly significant difference in the mean score (p<0.05) on ‘activity –
passivity’, ‘Enthusiastic- non enthusiastic’, ‘assertive- submissive ‘dimension of DPI between 
suicidal and non suicidal group of psychiatric patients. Conclusion: The findings of our study 
show that 22.5% of suicide attempters have bipolar mood disorder at least one maladaptive 
personality traits.  
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Suicide is a tragic event with profound costs to society. An estimated 877,000 people lost their 
lives by suicide in 2002[1, 2]. Since suicide attempts are strong risk factors for future completed 
suicides [3,4] and a more common occurrence (4.6% percent of the general population attempt 
suicide at some point in their life[5,6]), they provide an important alternative method for 
clarifying suicide risk factors. Affective disorders, substance misuse, anxiety disorders, certain 
personality disorders, and psychotic disorders are all established risk factors for suicide attempts. 
[7, 8]Notably, bipolar affective disorder and schizophrenia have a 20 and 10 times increased risk 
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of completed suicide, respectively.[11] When successful treatment of psychiatric disorders can 
be attained, a resulting decrease in the suicide rate is observed, suggesting that untreated 
psychiatric morbidity in itself is an indicator of increased suicide risk.[9] Co-morbidity of 
psychiatric disorders illustrates a summative effect on suicide risk[10,11] Finally, common 
factors such as childhood trauma, genetic factors, hopelessness, melancholia, irritability, 
pessimism, neuroticism, impulsivity, self-criticism, self-blame, no religious affiliation, poor 
social support and low levels of hydroxyindoleacetic acid in the cerebral spinal fluid have all 
held associations with suicide attempts.[1,12] Suicide is considered as an essential psychological 
and social problem, there is a universal attempt to prevent it. The prevalence of contemplating 
suicide is 16% [13] and suicide attempt is 4.4% [14] during one’s life. The risk of death from 
suicide is 30–40 times more for the suicide attempters than normal population [15, 16]. 
Furthermore, the likelihood of death among patients with repetitive self-harm behaviors is 100 
times more than general population. One suicide attempt per second and one death per 40 
seconds due to suicide have been reported [17]. 
 
The studies show that committing suicide is a multifactor practice and there is no unique factor 
to prevent it[17]. A variety of biological, social, and personal predisposing factors are introduced 
as the risk factors for suicide [18]. Various psychiatric disorders have been proposed as the 
intervening factors in suicide attempts [15,19]. Given the fact that personality affects our 
emotional and behavioral patterns, it is assumed that personality profile can be employed to 
prevent the risk of attempts at suicide [20, 21]. Temperament traits may play an important role in 
the prediction of potential suicidal risk especially in patients with mood disorders as explained 
by Pompili et al. [22].Studies on the records of psychiatric patients with and without suicide 
attempt show that those who committed suicide possessed anger, aggression, anxiety, and 
depression personality profiles [23]. Based on a study, depressed patients with borderline 
personality traits were characteristically vulnerable and had familial generalized anxiety disorder 
in comparison with other groups [24]. Considering personality profiles may provide us with 
precise aspects of suicide attempts. The current study aims to explore the relationship between 
personality profiles and psychiatric patients with and without suicidal attempts using Dimension 
Personality Inventory (DPI) was administered on all the included subjects. 
 
METHOD 
Participants:  
40 suicidal and 40 non suicidal psychiatric patients ranging between 20-50 years served as 
participants. Including participants categorized with suicidal (20 male & 20 female) and non 
suicidal (20 male & 20 female) they were hailed from Noormanzil Psychiatric Clinic & Hospital, 
Lucknow, and U.P. India. Dimension Personality Inventory (DPI) was administered on all the 
included subjects. 
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Tools: 
Dimension personality inventory (DPI):  It is constructed by Bhargava (2012) and deals with 
six dimensions by which ones personality can be evaluated. They are: ‘Activity- passivity’, 
‘enthusiastic-non enthusiastic’, ‘assertive-submissive’, ‘suspicious-trusting’, ‘depressive-non 
depressive’ and ‘emotional instability-emotional stability’. It is similarly applicable for normal as 
well as psychotic patients. Score 10 or more indicative of left sided dominated personality on 
that dimension and score less than 10 indicative of the other side of that dimension. For example 
if person scored 15 on the dimension ‘activity-passivity’, he/she is active. 
 
Procedure: 
Suicidal and non suicidal psychiatric patients selected for purposively from the indoor and 
outdoor ward of Noormanzil Psychiatric Clinic & Hospital, Lucknow, and U.P. India. Informed 
consent was taken from patients and their available relative, Interview conducted in a separate 
room associated with the ward to maintain confidentiality. Socio demographic detail filled before 
the interview with the help of patients, available relatives and with the help of case record file. 
Dimension Personality Inventory (DPI) was administered. 
 
RESULT 
Total of eighty participants (40 were suicidal and 40 were non suicidal) included in the study. 
Majority of the participants were male (70%). Mostly participants belong from urban and semi 
urban area. In this study 55% participants Hindu and only 7% participants were Christian. 
(Table-1)  
 
Table-1, Socio-demographic characteristics of psychiatric patients with suicidal attempt and 
non suicidal attempt 
Category Demographic detail Suicidal (N=40) Non suicidal(N=40) 

Gender Male 15         (37.5%) 28        (70%) 
Female 25         (62.5%) 12        (30%) 

Domicile Urban 15         (37.5%) 17        (42.5%) 
Semi urban 16         (40%) 14        (35%) 
Rural 9           (22.5%) 9          (22.5%) 

Religion Hindu 20         (50%) 22        (55%) 
Muslin 13         (32.5%) 9          (22.5%) 
Christian 7           (17.5%) 9          (22.5%) 

Caregiver 
Relationship 

Sibling 8           (20%) 12        (30%) 
Parents 18         (45%) 10        (25%) 
Spouse 14         (35%) 18        (45%) 

Eighty participants took part in the study. Table shows that relationship between psychiatric 
disorder and suicidal attempts. Out of 80 participants 22.5% patients suffering with bipolar mood 
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disorder they commit suicide in various situation in the life and only 5% participants regarding 
bipolar mood disorder non suicidal group in the study. 5% participants suffering with personality 
disorder who commit suicide and the other hand 12.5% non suicidal personality disorder patients 
taken in this study. Table revealed a stronger relationship between suicide attempts and bipolar 
mood disorder. (Table-2) 
 
 Table-2, Shows psychiatric illness with and without suicidal attempt   
Disorder Suicidal attempt group 

(N=40) 
Non suicidal attempt 
group (N=40) 

 
N % N % 

Schizophrenia 6 15% 7 17.5% 
Bipolar mood disorder 9 22.5% 2 5% 
Anxiety 6 15% 7 17.5% 
Major depression 8 20% 8 20% 
Obsessive-Compulsive Disorder 4 10% 2 5% 
Personality disorder 2 5% 5 12.5% 
Substance- abuse mood Disorder 5 12.5% 9 22.5% 
 
Figure-1 represents the percentage of suicidal and non suicidal psychiatric patients. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure-1 represents the bipolar mood disorder patients having higher rate of suicidal attempt in 
comparison to other psychiatric disorder. Personality disorder patients are very less suicidal in 
comparison to other. 
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Table-3 reveals that there was highly significant difference in the mean score (p<0.05) on 
‘activity –passivity’, ‘Enthusiastic- non enthusiastic ‘assertive- submissive ‘dimension of DPI 
between suicidal and non suicidal group of psychiatric patients. Rest of last three dimensions 
there was no significant difference was found. Mean score of suicidal participants was higher in 
comparison to non suicidal group which indicate that suicidal group was more active, 
enthusiastic assertive, suspicious, depressive and emotionally instable in comparison to non 
suicidal group.  
 
Table-3, Comparison of personality of suicidal and non suicidal on Dimension Personality 
Inventory 
DPI –B Dimensions Group N Mean S.D. t- value 
 
1 

 
Activity- Passivity 

Suicidal 40 15.72 3.35 4.41** 
Df=78 Non suicidal 40 12.3 3.58 

 
2 

 
Enthusiastic- Non enthusiastic 

Suicidal 40 15.25 3.10 2.37* 
Df=78 Non suicidal 40 13.52 3.41 

 
3 

 
Assertive- Submissive 

Suicidal 40 15.35 2.86 2.74** 
Df=78 Non suicidal 40 13.07 4.41 

 
4 

 
Suspicious- Trusting 

Suicidal 40 14.37 3.49 1.22 
Df=78 Non suicidal 40 13.35 3.96 

 
5 

 
Depressive-Non depressive 

Suicidal 40 13.22 6.29 1.47 
Df=78 Non suicidal 40 14.85 3.05 

 
6 

Emotional instability- Emotional 
stability 

Suicidal 40 14.12 3.25 1.14 
Df=78 Non suicidal 40 13.25 3.55 

*Significant at p<0.05 level   ** Significant at p< 0.01 level 
 
Figure-2 Comparison of personality traits of suicidal and non suicidal psychiatric patients 
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Figure-2 shows highly significant difference in the mean score (p<0.05) on ‘activity –passivity’, 
‘Enthusiastic- non enthusiastic’, ‘assertive- submissive ‘dimension of DPI between suicidal and 
non suicidal group of psychiatric patients. 
 
Table 4 indicate that there was significant difference in the mean score (p<0.05) on ‘Activity- 

Passivity’, ‘Enthusiastic- Non enthusiastic’, ‘Assertive- Submissive’ and ‘Depressive-Non 

depressive’ dimension of DPI between suicidal and non suicidal male psychiatric patients. There 

was no significant difference was found in’ Suspicious- Trusting’ and ‘Emotional instability- 

Emotional stability’ dimension of personality. On the basis of mean score it was say that suicidal 

male are very suspicious in comparison to non suicidal male.  

 
Table- 5 reveal that there was significant difference in the mean score (p<0.05) on ‘Activity- 

Passivity’, and ‘Depressive-Non depressive’ dimension of DPI between suicidal and non suicidal 

female psychiatric patients and in the rest of four dimension there was no significant difference 

was found.  

 
Table-4: Comparison of personality of suicidal male and non suicidal male on Dimension 
Personality Inventory 
DPI –B Dimensions Group N Mean S.D. t- value 

 
1 

 
Activity- Passivity 

Suicidal male 20 15.4 3.15 3.98** 
Df=38 Non suicidal male 20 11.2 3.51 

 
2 

 
Enthusiastic- Non enthusiastic  

Suicidal male 20 14.65 2.77 2.10* 
Df=38 Non suicidal male 20 12.55 3.51 

 
3 

 
Assertive- Submissive 

Suicidal male 20 15.05 2.79 2.93* 
Df=38 Non suicidal male 20 11.65 4.30 

 
4 

 
Suspicious- Trusting 

Suicidal male 20 15.1 2.91 0.25 
Df=38 Non suicidal male 20 14.85 3.24 

 
5 

 
Depressive-Non depressive 

Suicidal male 20 16.65 4.47 2.19* 
Df=38 Non suicidal male 20 13.75 3.87 

 
6 

Emotional instability- Emotional 
stability 

Suicidal male 20 14.1 2.55 1.07 
Df=38 Non suicidal male 20 13.1 3.29 

*Significant at p<0.05 level   ** Significant at p< 0.01 level 
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Table-5: Comparison of personality of suicidal and non suicidal on Dimension Personality 
Inventory 
DPI –B Dimensions Group N Mean S.D. t- value 

 
1 

 
Activity- Passivity 

Suicidal female 20 16.35 3.29 2.28** 
Df=38 Non suicidal female 20 13.4 3.37 

 
2 

 
Enthusiastic- Non enthusiastic  

Suicidal female 20 15.85 3.36 1.32 
Df=38 Non suicidal female 20 14.5 3.08 

 
3 

 
Assertive- Submissive 

Suicidal female 20 15.65 2.97 1.01 
Df=38 Non suicidal female 20 14.5 4.13 

 
4 

 
Suspicious- Trusting 

Suicidal female 20 13.35 3.88 1.18 
Df=38 Non suicidal female 20 11.85 4.12 

 
5 

 
Depressive-Non depressive 

Suicidal female 20 10.45 5.75 3.03** 
Df=38 Non suicidal female 20 14.95 3.31 

 
6 

Emotional instability-Emotional 
stability 

Suicidal female 20 13.65 4.27 0.19 
Df=38 Non suicidal female 20 13.4 3.87 

*Significant at p<0.05 level   ** Significant at p< 0.01 level 
 
DISCUSSION 
The study was conducted to explore the difference of personality between suicidal and non 
suicidal psychiatric patients admitted and came to the psychiatric hospital on the OPD basis.  The 
result show that there was highly significant difference in the mean score (p<0.05) on ‘activity –
passivity’, ‘Enthusiastic- non enthusiastic’, ‘assertive- submissive ‘dimension of DPI between 
suicidal and non suicidal group of psychiatric patients.(Table-3). The findings of our study show 
that 22.5% of suicide attempters have bipolar mood disorder at least one maladaptive personality 
traits. (Table-2) In a similar vein, as the study performed by Cavanagh and colleagues showed 
that more than 90% of patients who died because of suicide suffered from psychological disorder 
[25] 
 
According to the results, the ‘male suicide attempters’ mean scores were higher than no 
attempters in all six dimension of personality, which indicate that at least three negative 
personality traits having in their personality i.e. male suicidal attempters are more suspicious, 
depressed and emotionally instable in comparison to non attempters. (Table-4) It is in agreement 
with the study in which the majority of suicide attempters had maladaptive personality profiles 
[26]. Neuroticism is the first and the most influential factor in the personality profile [22]. 
 
CONCLUSION 
There was highly significant difference in the mean score (p<0.05) on ‘activity –passivity’, 
‘Enthusiastic- non enthusiastic’, ‘assertive- submissive ‘dimension of DPI between suicidal and 
non suicidal group of psychiatric patients 
 
 



Relationship between Psychiatric Disorder & Suicidal Attempt: A Personality Analysis 
 

© The International Journal of Indian Psychology, ISSN 2348-5396 (e)| ISSN: 2349-3429 (p) |    172 

Acknowledgement 
Authors are grateful to the Director and staff of Noormanzil Psychiatric Clinic & Hospital, 
Lucknow, U.P. India, for permission of data collection and study subjects study for their 
cooperativeness. 
 
Conflict of Interests: None 
 
REFERENCES  
1. Mann JJ, Apter A, Bertolote J, Beautrais A, et al.(2005) Suicide Prevention Strategies: A 

Systematic Review. JAMA; 294:2064–2074. 
2.      Baca-Garcia E, Perez-Rodriguez MM, Keyes KM, Oquendo MA, et al.(2008) Suicidal 

Ideation and Suicide Attempts in the United States: 1991–1992 and 2001–
2002.MolecularPsychiatry.September;doi:10.1038/mp.2008.98. 

3.      Sareen J, Cox BJ, Afifi TO, de Graaf R, Asmundson GJG, ten Have M, Stein MB. 
(2005)Anxiety Disorders and Risk for Suicidal Ideation and Suicide Attempts. Arch Gen 
Psychiatry; 62:1249–1257. 

4.      Kessler RC, Borges G, Walters EE.(1999) Prevalence of and Risk Factors for Lifetime 
Suicide Attempts in the National Comorbidity Survey. Arch Gen Psychiatry; 56(7):617–
626. 

5.    Neeleman J, de Graaf R, Vollebergh W. (2004)The Suicide Process; Prospective 
Comparison between Early and Later Stages. J Affect Disord . 1; 82(1):43–52 

6.       Cox BJ, Enns MW, Clara IP.(2004) Psychological Dimensions Associated with Suicidal 
Ideation and Attempts in the National Comorbidity Survey.Suicide Lef Threat Behav. 
Autumn; 34(3):209–219. 

7.   Bolton JM, Cox BJ, Afifi TO, Enns MW, Bienvenu OJ, Sareen J.(2008) Anxiety 
Disorders and Risk for Suicide Attempts: Findings from the Baltimore Epidemiologic 
Catchment Area Follow-up Study. Depression and Anxiety;25:477–481.  

8.  Bolton JM, Cox BJ, Clara I, Sareen J.(2006) Use of Alcohol and Drugs to Self-Medicate 
Anxiety Disorders in a Nationally Representative Sample. J Nerv Ment Dis; 194:818–
825.  

9.      Tidelmalm D, Langstrom N, Lichtenstein P, Runeson B.(2008) Risk of suicide after 
suicide attempt according to coexisting psychiatric disorder: Swedish cohort study with 
long term follow-up. BMJ; 337:a2205. 

10.     Sareen J, Houlahan T, Cox BJ, Asmundson GJG. (2005)Anxiety Disorders Associated 
With Suicidal Ideation and Suicide Attempts in the National Comorbidity Survey. J Nerv 
Ment Dis; 193:450–454.  

11.     Placidi GP, Oquendo MA, Malone KM, Brodsky B, Ellis SP, Mann JJ.(2000) Anxiety in 
Major Depression: Relationship to Suicide Attempts. Am J Psychiatry; 157(10):1614–
1618.  



Relationship between Psychiatric Disorder & Suicidal Attempt: A Personality Analysis 
 

© The International Journal of Indian Psychology, ISSN 2348-5396 (e)| ISSN: 2349-3429 (p) |    173 

12.   Bolton JM, Belik SL, Enns MW, Cox BJ, Sareen J.(2008) Exploring the Correlates of 
Suicide Attempts Among Individuals With Major Depressive Disorder: Findings From 
the National Epidemiologic Survey on Alcohol and Related Conditions. J Clin 
Psychiatry; 69:1139–1149.  

13.   Z. R. Mahfoud, R. A. Afifi, P. H. Haddad, and J. DeJong, (2005) “Prevalence and 
determinants of suicide ideation among Lebanese adolescents: results of the GSHS 
Lebanon ” Journal of Adolescence, vol. 34, no. 2, pp. 379–384, 2011.  

14.     F. Slama, S. Merle, G. Ursulet, A. Charles-Nicolas, and N. Ballon, (2011)“Prevalence of 
and risk factors for lifetime suicide attempts among Caribbean people in the French West 
Indies,” Psychiatry Research, vol. 190, no. 2-3, pp. 271–274. 

15.     D. Tidemalm, N. S. Langstrom, P. Lichtenstein, and B. Runeson, (2008)“Risk of suicide 
after suicide attempt according to coexisting psychiatric disorder: Swedish cohort study 
with long-term follow-up,” British Medical Journal, vol. 18, no. 337, Article ID a2205. 

16.    G. Borges, J. Angst, M. K. Nock, A. M. Ruscio, and R. C. Kessler, (2008)“Risk factors 
for the incidence and persistence of suicide-related outcomes: a 10-year follow-up study 
using the National Comorbidity Surveys,” Journal of Affective Disorders, vol. 105, no. 
1–3, pp. 25–33.  

17    D. Duffy and T. Ryan, (2004)New Approaches to Preventing Suicide, Jessica Kingsley 
Publisher, London, UK, 1st edition. 

18.     Y. Kishi and R. G. Kathol, (2002)“Assessment of patient who attempt suicide Primary 
care companion,” Journal of Clinical Psychiatry, vol. 4, no. 4, pp. 132–136.  

19.   J. Haukka, K. Suominen, T. Partonen, and J. Lönnqvist,(2008) “Determinants and 
outcomes of serious attempted suicide: a nationwide study in Finland, 1996–2003,” 
American Journal of Epidemiology, vol. 167, no. 10, pp. 1155–1163.  

20.    M. Pompili, Z. Rihmer, H. S. Akiskal et al., (2008)“Temperament and personality 
dimensions in suicidal and nonsuicidal psychiatric inpatients,” Psychopathology, vol. 41, 
no. 5, pp. 313–321.  

21.   T. Hirvikoski and J. Jokinen, (2012)“Personality traits in attempted and completed 
suicide,” European Psychiatry, vol. 27, no. 7, pp. 536–541, 2012.  

22.     M. Pompili, Z. Rihmer, H. Akiskal et al.,(2012) “Temperaments mediate suicide risk and 
psychopathology among patients with bipolar disorders,” Comprehensive Psychiatry, vol. 
53, no. 3, pp. 280–285.  

23.     J. Reich, (1998) “The relationship of suicide attempts, borderline personality traits, and 
major Depressive disorder in a veteran outpatient population,” Journal of Affective 
Disorders, vol. 49, No. 2, pp. 151–156.  

24.     J. T. O. Cavanagh, A. J. Carson, M. Sharpe, and S. M. Lawrie, (2003)“Psychological 
autopsy studies of suicide: a systematic review, “Psychological Medicine, vol. 33, no. 3, 
pp. 395–405.8. 



Relationship between Psychiatric Disorder & Suicidal Attempt: A Personality Analysis 
 

© The International Journal of Indian Psychology, ISSN 2348-5396 (e)| ISSN: 2349-3429 (p) |    174 

25.   M. K. Nock, I. Hwang, N. Sampson et al., (2009) “Cross-national analysis of the 
associations among mental disorders and suicidal behavior: findings from the WHO 
World Mental Health Surveys,” PLoS Medicine, vol. 6, no. 8, Article ID e1000123. 

26.     K. A. van Orden, T. K. Witte, K. C. Cukrowicz, S. R. Braithwaite, E. A. Selby, and T. E. 
Joiner Jr.,(2010) “The Interpersonal Theory of Suicide, “Psychological Review, vol. 117, 
no. 2, pp. 575–600, 

 
 
How to cite this article: R Chandola, S Tiwari (2016), Relationship between Psychiatric 
Disorder & Suicidal Attempt: A Personality Analysis, International Journal of Indian 
Psychology, Volume 3, Issue 4, No. 58, ISSN 2348-5396 (e), ISSN: 2349-3429 (p), DIP: 
18.01.058/20160304, ISBN: 978-1-365-24976-1 


